College of Humanities Curriculum Committee
Approved Minutes

Friday, February 20, 2009

1:00-3:00 PM

226 University Hall

ATTENDEES: Watson, Highley, Adeeko, Schwenter, Roth, Treboni, Severtis, Proano, Langendorfer
AGENDA:

1. Election of acting chair by acclimation—Highley UNANIMOUS
2. Approve minutes from 1/23/09 (see attached) 

· UNANIMOUS APPROVAL
3. History 341 (returning)

a. withdrawing Diversity GEC status
b. does address that it fulfills the historical study objectives

c. not yet in a format that will receive approval from A&H Subcom- due to GEC objectives, asmnt plan, and a number of other issues
d. course requirements- not a concrete policy for attendance; what are the ramifications for students? Attendance policy is necessary for GEC courses
· APPROVED WITH RECOMMENDATIONS- J Watson follow-up
4. Russian Major revisions course bundle

a. Slavic 360

b. Russian 405.01(401.01

c. Russian 405.51(401.51

d. Russian 407.01(402.01

e. Russian 407.51(402.51

f. Russian 560(501

g. Russian 561(502

h. Russian 562(503

i. Russian 580.51

j. Russian 581.51

k. Russian 582.51

l. Russian 609(601

m. Russian 610(602

· The remaining 2 courses were H584 (already approved) and another, but the in-depth review is not necessary

· APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY
5. Spanish Major revision (returning)

a. Spanish major
b. Spanish 650

c. Spanish 660

· Took out 5 credit hour increase; given the new tracks there is still a way for students to recoup the 5 hours if they are majoring in one of the tracks; coursework, potentially it doesn’t change the options for students at all (does not up the requirement to 55)
· Hispanic track- requires 2 courses from 1 group and 2 from another group; the track does not seem focused; what does this track add to the other 3 tracks--- it adds the option for the student who does not want to specialize in one of the other tracks, able to take courses from 2 of the other 3 tracks; creates a track for people to go into if they decide to switch tracks along the way
· The difference in this track is 1 course; why has that never been brought up before, it has been here twice--- 

· Seems unnecessary because it does not differentiate itself from the other 2 tracks; 1 course difference does not seem to differentiate the track

· Are students expressing a desire for? Many express desires not to be pigeonholed as Pennisular or Latin America

· Track in Hispanic Studies is the “general” track and resembles the current major

· The other difference is a Senior Seminar flexibility; also they can take courses from any track

· Students already do this on their own; formalizing the grad program tracks for undergrads

· It has an assessment report

· Spanish 660- 
· syllabus could use boilerplate academic misconduct; Add Pomerene Hall to disability statement
· Expected learning outcomes could be more specific

· Pages on readings to know general length

· Breakdown of percentages in the grade

· Will get more scrutiny at the next level

· APPROVED WITH CONTENGENCIES- send email to S Schwenter with adjusted syllabus the package can be sent forth
· Spanish 650 & Major- rationale is clearly stated and the recommendations were met

· APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY
6. Scandinavian 710 

· Strong syllabus- acad misconduct and disability
· Course hour distribution- for film- confusion- must correct (2 at 1 hr 48 min)

· Course numbering seems odd- why not have at 600 level? They do have rationale in their cover letter, primarily at grad students but some undergrad interest- rationale seems comfortable, but J Watson will have a conversation with A Grotans
· 25% participation, attendance and translations- what is the translation assignment and what percentage of the 25%? 
· Are presentations in English or Norse?  Seems like a translation and in English
· Weekly schedule looks good- page numbers
· APPROVED WITH RECOMMENDATION
7. Italian 734 
· Courses taught all in Italian
· Film studies concurs but will not place it in their minor as it stands now; if the course in taught in English they would
· Note at the end of the rationale comes from the department but nothing is ever done with it

· Graduate syllabi- very detailed both in assignments, rationale, requirements of students, instructions on how to proceed
· Most readings in English, films likely all in Italian

· Presentations and writing assignments in which language?
· Penalize student for going beyond XXX words, by 1 letter grade; an open-ended assignment could have students write forever though so a limit is OK, helps in writing reviews
· APPROVED WITH RECOMMENDATIONS
8. History 724, 724.01 & 724.02 

· Competing notions of to what extent should students be given a full account of the extent of their work in the course and availability in course materials; little description of assignments
· Syllabi not very explicit, list several books with several assignments- is there sufficient direction? On the other hand, this is a graduate seminar. What are the norms for grad vs undergrad course?

· Sign up to read a book; 1 presents- how can there be a conversation?  This is for general exams, as each student takes the notes for each other. 
· Are these syllabi customary and normal for History graduate syllabi? To some degree

· 2-hour reserve in Sullivant Library- sounds impractical; book ordering is an issue, though this is a huge library system; order books all up front through OhioLink; but at least 1 book is available at all times

· In early American history, there are 90 essential books that grad students get as soon as admitted; choice is pedagogical

· Committee feels this pedagogy makes sense

· Should the committee see this as dept culture at the graduate level, or there are college-wide minimal informational norms for students, the responsibilities of the committee to fulfill this; do they talk about all of these per week? 

· Syllabus is a contract

· But expectations might trump this in certain depts.; some colleagues do this as well; varies by discipline
· AT A LATER DATE-- Reading grad proposals and syllabi- perhaps revisit at a later meeting- what should be the expectations? Dept specific?  Invites? Imposing on cultural norms of dept at grad level vs. responsibility as a committee and to the students.  Minimal levels? Is this clear to a grad student in this specific dept? What is the basic minimal expectation/threshold? Is there a streamlined version of the syllabus template available?

· Boilerplate language for academic misconduct and attendance/participation clarification
· APPROVED WITH RECOMMENDATIONS
9. Arabic 375

· 30% attendance and class participation- what are the requirements?  Penalties?  Should this be lower? Clarification/breakdown
· GEC International diversity?  Which hemisphere?  

· Texts not in the required texts that are in the course schedule; are these available on Carmen?

· Final paper details

· Grading scales

· APPROVED WITH CONTINGENCIES
10. Italian 110 & 111- have agreed to change numbering into the 500’s so that graduate students can take

· No substantive changes- parallels Portuguese in numbering

· Course number a policy of the university; to offer 100 level courses with a 500 number; purpose is to allow grad students (rather than 500 take the 100)

· Grad credit can only be given from other depts. at the 500 level

· Why would a grad student in languages want to take an introductory language course? Some do for their requirements- no 500 level Spanish class but for other languages like French.  

· Italian courses in 110/111 are not intro to language course

· 500 level courses can be given for graduate credit  if from other department; other departments test through these
· Taking too many classes (say 101 through 104) could be an issue; versus those from other departments can take the 500 levels and get credit in shorter time with less stress on max credit hours
